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This press pack has been compiled to offer journalists the facts, figures 
and up-to-date news relating to One Wimpole Street. 

 

All images can be sent in high resolution if requested. Please contact 
Petra Clayton at Custard Communications. 

Telephone:  01483 740747   

Email:  petra@custardcommunications.com 
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Introduction 
 

One Wimpole Street is a high quality conference, meeting and events venue in 
central London. 

With exceptional facilities and a diverse choice of 15 rooms, all of which can be 
adapted to suit any event, One Wimpole Street can cater for all occasions including 
conferences, meetings, receptions and product launches. 

Highly trained staff are always on hand to provide the highest standard of service.  
Other features on offer include in-house audio visual staff and modern equipment for 
presentations, telephone and video conferences, and webcasts. 
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Location 
 

One Wimpole Street boasts a fantastic location in the heart of London, less than five 
minutes walk from Oxford Circus.  

Offering easy access to most of the capital’s major transport links, One Wimpole 
Street is ideal for those travelling further afield as well as clients who are based in 
central London. 
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History 
 

In 1805, 26 members of the Medical Society of London decided to form a new 
society, the Medical and Chirurgical Society of London. 

Throughout the 1800’s the society’s place in British medical practice became 
concrete and in 1834 they received a Charter of Incorporation as the Royal Medical 
and Chirurgical Society of London.  In 1907, 15 specialist societies agreed to merge 
with the society to create the Royal Society of Medicine (RSM) and over the years 
many famous faces have been honorary fellows including – Darwin, Pasteur, Jenner 
and Freud. 

As the society grew the need for space grew also, so in 1909 One Wimpole Street 
became the home of The Royal Society of Medicine.  In 1912, under the supervision 
of leading Edwardian Baroque architect, John Belcher, One Wimpole Street 
underwent a transformation and officially opened later that year by King George V 
and Queen Mary. 

In 1953 the building saw the addition of a fourth floor and the extension of the Library 
to the second floor and in 1981 the society acquired the adjoining building.  This 
allowed the RSM to expand its facilities and continue to gain recognition for its 
contribution to medicine. 

Since then periodic refurbishments have taken place, the latest between 2003-2004 
resulting in renovation of The Main Lecture Theatre and The Library.   

In 2007 the Max Rayne auditorium underwent a massive redevelopment turning it 
into a state of the art lecture theatre, strengthening the RSM’s position as the leading 
provider of education to their members. 
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The Team 
Nigel Collett, operations director  

Prior to joining the One Wimpole Street team in November 
2005 Nigel gained a wealth of experience in the London hotel, 
conference and catering market.  

Between 1990 and 1998 he was general manager of catering 
at the Honourable Society of Inner Temple, followed by a 
period as Area Manager with Baxter Platts.  

In 2000 he moved to the Hurlingham Club and was a key member of the re-
development of the event facilities at the Club.  

In 2002 he moved to Citigroup in Canary Wharf where, as food service director he 
was awarded UK catering manager of the Year in 2004 by Cost Sector Magazine. 
Nigel and his team are constantly striving to deliver a service that both achieves and 
exceeds customer expectations. 

 

Craig Wallace, conference and events manager 

Prior to joining One Wimpole Street in 2007, Craig worked in almost every sector of 
the industry, both in the UK and in his native Canada. He spent three years as the 

senior operations manager at the Royal College of 
Physicians of London. Before that he worked in Whistler, 
Canada as the assistant front office manager at the 4* 
Fairmont Whistler resort, before re-locating to London.  

Craig oversees the Conference and Events department at 
One Wimpole Street, helping deliver a complete service to all 
of their customers. He brings 17 years experience of working 
in restaurants and hotels to the team. 
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Karen Kay, event office manager 

Karen graduated with an Honours degree in Business Administration. Starting in the 
business sector, Karen moved to London to join the team at One Wimpole Street 
and has ten valuable years of working there. 

Her position has given her the opportunity to work on key 
events where royalty, heads of state, prime ministers and 
heads of industry have attended. Her first class customer 
service skills, focused attention to detail, creativity, and ability 
to interpret clients' expectations, ensure each event is 
unique, and she has developed long-term client partnerships 
as a result. 

 

Paul Kennison, executive head chef 

Prior to joining the One Wimpole Street team in September 2008, Paul was the 
executive head chef at the Park Plaza Hotel Victoria in central London, a 300 bed 4* 
deluxe hotel. He was responsible for 20 chefs and two kitchens serving:  

·  a 1 Rosette standard restaurant 
·  15 meeting and conference rooms 
·  catering for 10 to 750 delegates 
·  room service  
·  café bar 

Before working at the Park Plaza Hotel, Paul was a sous 
chef in The Grill Room Restaurant, at the Dorchester Hotel 
in Park Lane. Prior to this he was at the Millennium Hotel, 
Gloucester Road, London. 

In his spare time Paul likes jumping out of aeroplanes at an altitude of 10,000 feet. 
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Kevin McLoughlin, audio visual manager 

Kevin joined the One Wimpole Street team in 1995 after 
several career positions within the hospitality and events 
business in London and his native north west.  

He has seen many changes over his tenure. The creation 
of the 300 seat Main Lecture Theatre with its cutting edge 
audio visual capability - arguably one of the best equipped 
lecture theatres in London, and has more recently 
overseen the technical specification and installation of our 
new Max Rayne Auditorium.  

While at One Wimpole Street, Kevin has developed strong customer relationships 
and he is committed to delivering high quality audio visual productions. 

 

Nicholas Dennis, operations manager 

Firmly placed at the sharp end, Nick oversees all the day-
to-day operations at One Wimpole Street and is often the 
first point of contact on the day-to-day of your event. He 
came to One Wimpole Street from Australia, where he 
worked at the Holiday Inn Sydney City Airport as key 
member of their team.  

Nick's hard work and attention to detail ensures your event 
at One Wimpole Street always run smoothly. 
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Melissa Morris, sales and marketing manager  

Melissa recently joined the team at One Wimpole Street with extensive business 
tourism experience. Prior to joining the One Wimpole Street 
team Melissa worked at Congrex, an international 
professional conference organiser that specialises in 
association conferences. Before this she worked at Imperial 
College London as a sales executive and event co-ordinator 
for their Conference and Events department. Melissa started 
her career with a marketing degree from her native New 
Zealand. Melissa also brings experience from a research 
position at a convention and visitor bureau and as an 
Australasian sales and marketing representative. 

�
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Facilities  
First for catering 

Specialised chefs create innovative menus and only work with the best, fresh 
produce. All aspects of the food service is first class, whether it is conference food, 
fine dining or cocktail parties with canapés. 

 

First for event management 

The in-house team of industry professionals at One Wimpole Street have the ability, 
care, and attention to detail to manage every event they are presented with. All 
events have a dedicated events account manager, and an operations manager on 
the day, to make sure each event is flawless. 

 

First for audio visual productions 

One Wimpole Street's principle auditoria are equipped with high specification 
permanent equipment that provides a full range of AV services. Conferences can be 
recorded for web Streaming or DVD production. Wireless, interactive hand sets allow 
for spoken and voting responses. These handsets also allow users to text in 
messages and questions instantaneously, making Q&A sessions easy, interactive, 
and user friendly. 
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Room Specifications 

 
�

 

 

 
 

Latest Press 

 
Theatre 

Style 
Boardroom 

Cabaret 
Style 

Reception 
Standing 

Buffet 
Seated 
Buffet 

Banquet 

Lecture Theatre 300       
Max Rayne 
Auditorium 

150       

Wimpole Room 60 40 36 100 80 50 50 

Max Rayne Atrium    200 150 60 80 

Events Dining Room    200 150 100 110 

ENT Room 40 22 24 50 40 30 40 
Max Rayne Club 

Foyer 
   80 60 40 40 

Lower Atrium 
Theatre 

50       

Cavendish 
Boardroom 

 14      

Marcus Beck Library  30      
The Louis Forman 

Room 
 13      

CUHK Room  12      

The Henrietta Room  10      
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Latest Press Releases 
 

5th January 2011 

Melissa Morris appointed Sales and Marketing Manage r at 
One Wimpole Street 

 

Melissa Morris has recently been appointed as sales and marketing manager at One 
Wimpole Street – a state-of-the-art conference centre and home of the Royal Society 
of Medicine. 
 
With extensive business tourism experience, Melissa previously worked at Congrex, 
an international Professional Conference Organiser that specialises in Association 
Conferences. 
 
Prior to this, Melissa worked at Imperial College London as a sales executive and 
event co-ordinator for their conference and events department. She also gained 
experience from a research position at a Convention and Visitor Bureau and worked 
as an Australasian Sales and Marketing Representative, having obtained a 
marketing degree in her native country New Zealand. 
 
Melissa Morris says: “I am thrilled to join the team at One Wimpole Street. As the 
sales and marketing manager I will be focusing on developing our client base as well 
as seeking opportunities to promote the venue. I feel very excited about the future 
and look forward to nurturing existing relationships as well as developing new ones.” 
 
One Wimpole Street is a high quality conference, meeting and events venue in 
central London offering exceptional venue facilities, state-of-the-art technology and 
flexible spaces ideal for all occasions, including conferences, meetings, receptions, 
and events. 
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Benefiting from a fantastic location in the heart of London’s West End, One Wimpole 
Street is easily accessible and within close proximity of most of the capital's major 
transport links. Highly trained staff are always on hand ensuring the highest standard 
of service is provided. 
 
One Wimpole Street will be exhibiting at International Confex 2011 at Earls Court 
from 1st to 3rd March 2011. Make sure you visit stand L201 to find out more and meet 
the team.  

 

- Ends- 
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21st December 2010 

 

One Wimpole Street awarded silver by Green Tourism 
Business Scheme 

One Wimpole Street, state-of-the-art conference centre and home of the Royal 
Society of Medicine is pleased to announce it is now a member of the Green 
Tourism Business Scheme. 
 
Having achieved a silver award and being recognised as the first and only venue in 
the country to be a third party certified British Standard 8901(the first standard to 
specify a sustainable management system designed specifically for the events 
industry. This outstanding achievement highlights One Wimpole Street's strong focus 
on sustainability. 
 
The centre was assessed by a qualified grading advisor against a rigorous set of 
criteria, covering a range of areas, including energy and water efficiency, waste 
management, biodiversity and more. Specific initiatives that were praised highly 
included full spectrum mixed recycling, bottling water on site, use of an electric 
vehicle and frequent use of teleconferencing. 
 
Craig Wallace, conference and events manager at One Wimpole Street says: “This 
is a fantastic achievement and one which both myself and the rest of the team are 
incredibly proud of. We are committed to sustainability in the work place and have all 
worked incredibly hard to ensure we demonstrate this as much as possible. I have 
no doubt that we will continue to improve our sustainability and to help us in this we 
will be paying close attention to the recommendations supplied by the assessor. 
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One Wimpole Street is a high quality conference, meeting and events venue in 
central London offering exceptional venue facilities, state-of-the-art technology and 
flexible spaces ideal for all occasions, including conferences, meetings, receptions, 
and events.  

Benefiting from a fantastic location in the heart of London’s West End, One Wimpole 
Street is easily accessible and within close proximity of most of the capital's major 
transport links. Highly trained staff are always on hand ensuring the highest standard 
of service is provided. 
 
One Wimpole Street will be exhibiting at International Confex 2011 at Earls Court 
from 1st to 3rd March 2011. Make sure you visit stand L201 to find out more and meet 
the team. 

 -Ends- 
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Contact Information 
 

The Royal Society of Medicine  
1 Wimpole Street  
London 
W1G 0AE 

020 7290 2951  

www.onewimpolestreet.co.uk 

conference@rsm.ac.uk 

 

Press or media enquiries please contact Custard Communications 

01483 740747 

petra@custardcommunications.com 
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